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GRASSWREN WALK
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TRIODIA ON GLUEPOT

Spinifex is the common name that many people give
to the plant Triodia scariosa. Others refer to it simply
as Triodia (see opposite) or porcupine grass. There
is no doubting which plant people are talking about.
The plant’s needle-like
leaves with a firm sharp
pointed end soon makes its
presence felt if one gets too
close.

Young plants are rounded
tussocks up to 60 cm high
and in a favorable season
can be topped with a flower
stem which reaches up to 90
cm in length. The tussocks
themselves can be 90-120 cm across, but are often
much smaller. The pointed leaves are greyish/bluish
green.

Old plants form rings up to 3 metres in diameter,
where the centre has died and in most cases
disappeared, leaving bare earth. At this stage they
can become indiscernible as a single plant. It has
been estimated that a plant that has a dead (or bare
earth) centre, which is 1 metre in diameter, is about
40 years old.

These spiny plants are home to a range of animals in
addition to the Grasswrens. A variety of lizards and
some small mammals find refuge under these
tussocks.

Birdlife Australia Gluepot Reserve
contact details:
gluepot@gluepot.org
www.gluepot.org



WALK DETAILS

6.1 km circuit
2 to 3 hours
easy walking, some sand

The starting point for this walk is located 10
km from the Visitor Centre, along track 7, just
past the junction of this track with track 8. The
car park for this walk is located 100m east of
this track junction on track 8, near Picnic Dam.

The walk follows an old fence line which heads

north-west from track 8. The vegetation is
mainly mallee/senna in this first section, but
also contains some really old mallee
(Eucalyptus oleosa).

After 2 km the walk comes to the northern
boundary of Gluepot.

At this point the walk follows the boundary
fence to the east. It passes through a variety
of vegetation associations until it turns south.
At this point it winds its way over a triodia/
mallee dune to meet up with the vehicle track
8. The walk follows this vehicle track south
until it forks and heads west back to the car
park.

At the fork, there is a bird hide and watering
point which provides an opportunity for a rest
and also a chance to observe some birds at
close quarters as they drink.

THIS WALK IS HABITAT FOR
Striated Grasswren, Chestnut Quail-thrush
Southern Whiteface, Crested Bellbird
White-browed Treecreeper
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GRASSWREN WALK

Old growth mallee
Mallee/Triodia dunes

Striated Grasswren Amytornis striatus
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